
Times of Uncertainty:  Esther 
It was 479 years before the birth of our Savior Jesus. Xerxes was the emperor of the mighty Persian Empire, 
which extended from northern Greece to India. Scattered throughout his empire were God’s Old Testament 
people, the Children of Israel.  They were specially chosen to carry on the human line of the God-Man, Jesus 
Christ.  One of these Jews was named Esther.  She lived in the capital city of Susa.   

Xerxes had banned his wife Vashti from ever being in his presence again.  There was a contest to replace the 
Queen and marry Xerxes.  The Jewess Esther was chosen.  Xerxes did not know she was a Jew.  Five years 
passed, and Xerxes honored a man named Haman and elevated him above all of the nobles and royal officials.  
Haman hated Jews, and convinced Xerxes to issue a decree that all of the Jews be exterminated.  The date for 
this holocaust was set.  If this decree were carried out, God’s plan of salvation would be foiled, for the human 
line of the promised Savior would be extinguished. 

When Esther’s cousin Mordecai learned of the evil decree, he sent word to her in the palace, asking her to 
approach the emperor and plead that her people be spared.  She asked Mordecai to gather all of the Jews in Susa 
to fast and pray for her before she approached the king.  Why?  Because those who approached the king without 
being summoned would be put to death.  The only way they would be spared was if the king extended the gold 
scepter to them and spared their life.  Xerxes was pleased when Esther approached him, and he extended the 
gold scepter to her.  She pleaded with him to spare her life, and the lives of her people.   

When he discovered what Haman had done, Xerxes was furious.  He had Haman executed.  He issued a decree 
that on the set date all of the Jews had the right to bear arms and defend themselves.  The line of the Savior was 
spared.  God had strategically placed people in positions of authority to serve and preserve his plan of salvation.   

Just like Haman tried to destroy God’s Old Testament people, so also Satan would love nothing more than to 
have God’s New Testament people—the gathering of all believers scattered throughout the world—
exterminated.  There always have been, and there always will be, forces of evil who seek the destruction of the 
Church.  Some fear that the longer we are separated from one another because of this pandemic, the weaker we 
will become as individual Christians and as a congregation.  But just as God was working behind the scenes in 
Esther’s day, directing world history for the benefit of his people, so also God continues to work through world 
history today for the benefit of his people.  Of that we can be absolutely certain.  The apostle Paul wrote in 
Ephesians, “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power 
for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the 
one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church, which is his body.”  

These uncertain times will not destroy us.  Although we might not see it, we know God is working through it, 
and he always and only works for the salvation of as many souls as possible.  He preserved and protected his 
people in Esther’s day.  He’ll continue to do the same for his people today. 

Dear Jesus, you are the King of kings and Lord of lords, you rule over all things for the benefit of your people.  
Stretch out your almighty hand over your Church, preserve her, protect her, and strengthen her through the 
message of your unfailing love.  Amen. 

After reading this devotion with your family, also take time to read with them Psalms 2 & 46.  Also, if you have 
not done so recently, take the time to read the entire book of Esther.    
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